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WALEED AHMAD

Recently when a survey 
was conducted for the 
cleanest cities across 
the India was out, two 

capitals of Jammu and Kashmir 
summer capital - Srinagar and 
winter capital Jammu was at 
number 240 and 251 respectively. 

While as Anantnag stood at 
151 and Leh stood at 100 and is 
considered as one of the clean-
est cities of the state. The survey 
alongside hundreds of cities in 
India was also conducted in four 
cities of JK and officials took dif-
ferent parameters for this ranking. 
Kashmir known as paradise on 
the earth and Jammu considered 
as city of temples couldn’t hold 
the reputation and officials have 
to cut sorry figure for it. Going 
by the current phase of develop-
ment and cleanliness, it is tragic 
for the people of the state that 
despite being bestowed with vast 
natural resources the cities are 
far behind in the cleanliness and 
proper sanitation and are among 
the cities that needed lot of atten-
tion not only from the govern-
ment but also from the citizens.  
Though the Valley has seen worst 
phase of militancy since 1990 and 
for over a decade the institutions 
got crumbled that resulted into 
their failure not only thousands 
of trees were axed, the locals also 
encroached vast patches of land 
and not only wetlands but world 
famous Dal lake and Asia’s larg-
est fresh water lake- witnessed 
destruction. The cities and towns 
grew in hafazard manner as the 
law of land was missing. The Dal 
lake Wullar was largely trans-
formed into a colony by vested 
people with vested interests. Of late 
the writ of government has again 
been established and government is 

trying to undo the wrong things that 
took place in the past but there is a 
long way to go to establish perma-
nent control over the deteriorating 
and alarming situation that has al-
most threatened over water bodies, 

forests environment and ecology. 
Few decades ago here in Kashmir 
very few people knew about pollu-
tion now where ever you go heaps 
of polythene could be found ly-
ing on roadside. Earlier there was 

no trace of smog now in winters 
we have to witness long days of 
smog. The water bodies have been 
polluted to such an extent that po-
table water that was fit for human 
consumption few decades ago has 
turned into poison. Nobody is re-
sponsible for this grave situation 
but the blame lies on the citizens 
who are taking things casually and 
paying no attention towards the  
environment.

The time is running fast not only 
we will be cursed by our future 
generations but also we will have 
to pay huge price if steps to rectify 
these problems are not taken at an 
earliest. The Valley’s main cities - 
Jammu and Srinagar have become 
cesspool of pollution. And nobody 
seems to be bothered though for 
the sake of publicity the govern-
ment has been regularly issuing ad-

vertisements for the self promotion 
on ground however everything is 
missing. Instead of crying hoarse, 
the responsibility to fix the issue of 
pollution and environment also lies 
on all the stakeholders especially 
people. On the one hand when sev-
eral people are showing concern 
towards environment by planting 
more and more trees the govern-
ment is facilitating axing of trees 
not only in remote forests but also 
in the city where recently mam-
moth chinar trees were felled by 
government to pave way for road 
project attracting sharp criticism 
from the civil society and youths 
who even organised an event to 
highlight the issue and the encour-
aging sign is that some philanthro-
pists led by Abdul Hamid who is 
an enterpuneur promised to plant 
150000 Chinar trees in different parts 

Polluting Paradise

WITHOUT WASTING ANY FURTHER time the 
government should take pollution as top priority.  
As per the officials there are many ways through 
which pollution could be stopped by involving of 
younger generation. Besides cleaning water bodies 
the polythene should be completely banned along 
with vehicles that spread pollution. What we have 
seen in the past few years number of vehicles 
that have been discarded in other states due to 
pollution problems are now plying on the roads of 
Kashmir thus spreading more pollution. 

of the Valley on his own expenses. 
Time has come when we should in-
volve our young generation especial-
ly our school going children in this 
endeavour to save our environment 
and get rid of pollution only then we 
can stop this deteriotion.

Without wasting any further 
time the government should take 
pollution as top priority.  As per 
the officials there are many ways 
through which pollution could be 
stopped by involving of younger 
generation. Besides cleaning wa-
ter bodies the polythene should be 
completely banned along with ve-
hicles that spread pollution. What 
we have seen in the past few years 
number of vehicles that have been 
discarded in other states due to 
pollution problems are now ply-
ing on the roads of Kashmir thus 
spreading more pollution. Likewise 
brick kilns, cement plants etc are 
also main sources of pollution and 
environment degradation. When 
people and administration in Leh 
that is part of the state could do it 
in a nice way why not other parts 
of the state. The only thing it needs 
people’s involvement and resolve 
of the government. If we will not 
wake up from the deep slumber 
time will not be away when we will 
lose this beautiful and magnificent 
Valley and turn it into desert and no 
other than our self will be respon-
sible for this manmade disaster.
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Last week, after two decades CASO returned to South 
Kashmir when more than 30000 troopers scanned dozens 
of villages in the centre of South Kashmir after militants 
released series of videos and attacked police at various 

place. So far militants are enjoying upper hand in many pockets of 
South Kashmir and villagers are putting their lives at risk to save 
the militants whenever there is search operation based on intelli-
gence inputs.

This change has taken place in past few years and militants have 
been able to cultivate good network in rural areas of South Kashmir 
that has send alarm bells ringing within the security establishment 
who want to gain control at an earliest and for that purpose the se-
curity experts have suggested return of CASO as they feel this strat-
egy will contain spread of militancy to other peaceful areas of the 
Valley. However, at the same time government should never give 
free hand to security forces that will further alienate the common 
masses instead should try to win hearts of people and start engage-
ment with the people who have genuine grudge with the govern-
ment or the security forces especially youths. It seems that govern-
ment has now taken a decision to go tough especially after series of 
meetings were held in New Delhi and Srinagar. The union minister, 
Rajnath Singh has already hinted that situation will be normal 
within one year and peace will be back. During the visit of Union 
Home secretary ---Rajiv Mehrishi to Srinagar the Union secretary 
has conveyed to officials to adopt a tough line especially in south 
Kashmir. Though officially neither centre nor the state government 
will accept that the new strategy is being adopted. The Army chief 
in a recent interview has already said that that CASO is one of the 
options that will not be used frequently in the areas where militant 
presence is more; he, however admitted that things that will alienate 
militants from civilians will be adopted. However change of leader-
ship in the police and shifting of officials from south Kashmir is an 
indication that government will be reviewing its security strategy. 
With Amarnath yatra beginning next month the government both 
state and the centre want all the areas of the south Kashmir be prop-
erly sanitised as the yatra route passes through south Kashmir and 
any incident could further complicate situation not only in the state 
but also across the country.

The military action doesn’t yield positive results every time and 
this could also backfire and keep pot boiling as the situation is 
simmering. Kashmir can’t be resolved through military solutions 
that have been even acknowledged by top army officials who have 
served in Valley but it needs a brave political engagement like 
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed had initiated when NDA government 
was in Centre and Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the Prime Ministet. 
Infact the tenure is still remembered by the people of the state and 
termed as the peaceful period in which graph of violence was at 
its lowest ebb. During that period many people friendly initiatives 
were taken that even brought India and Pakistan closer. The open-
ing of Srinagar – Muzuffarabad road – the start of Cross LoC trade 
are still considered one of the biggest Confidence Building Mea-
sures (CBM’s) that have been taken so far to improve the ground 
situation.

The military solutions will pave way for more bloodshed espe-
cially when young boys who are in their teens are holding guns 
and are glorified on their death by the masses. Instead of fighting 
them government should rely on negotiations so that these boys are 
brought back and motivated to dissent from the path of violence. 
Though through CASO the movement of militants and their sup-
porters will be restricted however it can’t bring peace for the long 
time as so far neither Centre nor state government has taken steps to 
address the genuine issues that are faced by people in different parts 
of Kashmir.

CASO Is Back 
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Srinagar:

As the situation is still 
volatile in Kashmir and 
South Kashmir is on 

boil with militants freely attack-
ing security forces, the Centre 
is feeling the heat. Though BJP 
managed to grab the power in 
J-K for the first time in history 
with the help of Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) and now wit-
nessing the same power slipping 
out of its hands, the shift in its 
Kashmir policy can’t be ruled 
out any time soon. 

 During the recent visit of BJP 

president, Amit Shah to win-
ter capital Jammu where he has 
hinted that Centre is ready to give 
any sacrifice that option of Gov-
ernors rule is also on the table 
with the centre along with other 
options and New Delhi is keep-
ing a close eye on the situation 
in Valley. Recently Army chief 
General Bipin Rawat’s visit was 
followed by the Union Home 
secretary Rajesh Mahareshi to 
Valley, later besides meeting top 
security officials held separate 
meetings with J&K chief minis-
ter, Mehbooba Mufti and Gover-
nor Narendra Nath Vohra. 

In these meetings threadbare 
discussion was held on the se-
curity issues and spike in the 
militancy related incidents and 
over the situation on the Line of 
Control (LoC). Mehbooba Mufti 
also met Union Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh and then held 
a detailed meeting with Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi in New 
Delhi. In this meeting though 
Mehbooba Mufti like past also 
raised her pitch about dialogue 
with the separatists and Pakistan 
but she was categorically con-
veyed that for any sort of dia-
logue she as chief minister needs 
to improve the situation in the 
Valley. Prime Minister was also 
non committal about the start 
of dialogue.  And after meet-
ing with Chief Minister, the J-K 
governor N N Vohra was also 
summoned to New Delhi where 
he held separate meetings with 
Union Minister, Rajnath Singh 
and Narendra Modi. 

Sources said that Governor 
was asked to take more interest 

SINCE HER RETURN FROM DELHI 
Mehbooba Mufti has also been pro active 
and has started making vital changes in 
the administration. She has removed the 
chief Secretary B R Sharma who according 
to reports was ineffective and got B B 
Vyas in his place. Vyas is said to be very 
hardworking and dedicated who knows 
administrative affairs fully. ASEM MOHIUDDIN

bhatasem@gmail.com

Is Kashmir Heading For Guv’s Rule?
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in the issues of governance and was 
also conveyed that in case situation 
in Valley further worsens then Gov-
ernor should remain ready for the an-
other stint of Governor’s Rule. Soon 
after Governor Vohra returned from 
Delhi trip, he again became active 
meeting officials and top heads of the 
army and other forces. In fact secu-
rity is given a top priority now, be-
sides, developmental projects. Vohra 
also held meetings with the heads of 
universities and other institutions in 
the back drop of the student protests 
that erupted after forces entered into 
the Pulwama Degree College where 
dozens of students were injured. 
Despite initiating action against the 
policemen and officials there seems 
no end to the protests and everyday 
students in some school or college 
come on the roads. The police have 
now been claiming that students are 
been provoked by some people with 
vested interests. The students’ pro-
tests are also turning into a big head-
ache for the government as further 
confrontation could snowball into a 
big crisis.   

Since her return from Delhi Me-
hbooba Mufti has also been pro ac-
tive and has started making vital 
changes in the administration. She 
has removed the chief Secretary B 
R Sharma who according to reports 
was ineffective and got B B Vyas 
in his place. Vyas is said to be very 
hardworking and dedicated who 
knows administrative affairs fully. 
The chief minister also got Muneer 
Ahmad Khan as new Inspector Gen-
eral of Police. Khan is considered as 
tough officer who had many stints in 
the past with the Special Operation 
Group (SoG) of the JK Police and 
has served in every part of the Valley 
on important assignments. Khan also 
enjoys good rapport with the Army. 
By his appointment the government 
wants to send a signal that they are 
going to be tough with the militants 
and their supporters. Army’s top 
brass has already given an indication 
that frequent operations are in the 
pipeline to contain militancy in the 
Valley especially in South Kashmir 

where around 100 local youths have 
joined militant ranks after the killing 
of Hizbul Mujahideen commander, 
Burhan Wani in July last year. 

With new IG in place the new 
team of Police officials the army will 
feel more comfortable to launch the 
frequent operations. However, there 
are apprehensions that it could also 
backfire. 

On administrative front Mehboo-
ba Mufti has again started travelling 
to various parts of the Valley meet-
ing people and officials, however, 
her ministers are still in a slumber 
along with the minister of her co-
alition partner BJP. And to bridge 
the trust deficit in governance, ap-
pointment of Tasaduq Mufti as new 
head of the grievance cell is also an 
indication that chief minister of late 
has been only relying on her close 
family members instead of her party 
stalwarts. Mehbooba Mufti has al-
ready appointed her maternal uncle, 
Sartaj Madni as vice president of the 
party sidelining several senior mem-
bers who were also founders of the 
party along with Mufti Mohammed 
Sayeed when the PDP was formed 
in late 1990’s. In her speeches now 
Mehbooba is also giving an indica-
tion that situation will be alright 
within next few months. Recently 

she said that situation was very bad 
and dangerous in Kashmir in the past 
and after some time the situation im-
proved gradually. This time also she 
feels similar turn in the situation and 
feels that things will become normal 
after volatile unrest of 2016 in which 
more than 90 civilians lost their lives 
and thousands were injured. How-
ever heads of top security agencies 
have conveyed New Delhi that sit-
uation is getting worse with every 
passing day and they feel centre 
needs to do more and imposition of 
the Governors rule will calm down 
the tempers in the Valley especially 
in South Kashmir where people 
feel they have been let down by 
the state government especially by 
New Delhi. The security establish-
ment also want that they should 
be given some free hand in south 
Kashmir to quell the protests espe-
cially during encounters. 

These officials feel that by using 
iron hand the resolve of the people 
could be broken and those who try 
to take advantage of the kind of 
situation also needed to dealt hard 
and many officials feel that the rul-
ing coalition partner PDP which has 
bagged majority of its seats from 
South Kashmir is becoming hurdle 
in breaking the public outrage and 

doing so the Governors rule will be 
the better option. “More people in 
North Kashmir have been detained 
and slapped with Public Safety Act 
when the actual problem is in South 
Kashmir,” said one of the security 
officials.”Whenever we try to act, the 
local politicians intervene and render 
us helpless.”  

Though officially, the coalition 
partners will not acknowledge that 
state is heading for the Governor’s 
rule, however, everybody in the 
PDP and BJP have kept their fingers 
crossed and have not ruled out the 
imposition of the Governors rule in 
case there is any other big incident 
in the Valley or anywhere else in the 
state. Opposition National Confer-
ence has already started mocking the 
JK chief minister and said that pres-
ent government is on three or four 
months lease given by the centre and 
there is every possibility that Kash-
mir will come under the Governors 
rule. Even the other main opposition 
party – Congress also feels that the 
PDP – BJP government has failed 
and lost the confidence of the people. 

Both the opposition parties will be 
feeling happy as they think that the 
coalition partners have lost the faith 
of people and after a stint of Gover-
nors rule they could reap the benefits 
and could easily exploit failures of 
the PDP and the BJP. 

On the other hand talk of the gov-
ernor’s rule has also affected the 
bureaucracy and they are always 
thinking that government could fall 
any time and that is perturbing their 
functioning. Many political analysts 
feel that if Mehbooba Mufti manages 
to navigate through this crisis then 
the government could complete its 
term, otherwise any big attack or un-
rest could pose serious threat for the 
coalition government. 

The Governors rule will have far 
reaching effects on the PDP as it will 
have to face public wrath in the Val-
ley from where it draws strength. For 
BJP it will be not so damaging as the 
BJP leadership will enjoy clout in the 
governance as is the ruling party at 
centre.

THE SECURITY ESTABLISHMENT also want that 
they should be given some free hand in South 
Kashmir to quell the protests especially during 
encounters. These officials feel that by using iron 
hand the resolve of the people could be broken 
and those who try to take advantage of the kind 
of situation also needed to dealt hard and many 
officials feel that the ruling coalition partner PDP 
which has bagged majority of its seats from South 
Kashmir is becoming hurdle in breaking the public 
outrage and doing so the Governors rule will be 
the better option. 
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Kashmir: The Way Forward

Kashmir region is one of 
the oldest disputes be-
tween the two world 

powers India and Pakistan, 
which began with the indepen-
dence of India and Pakistan in 
1947. Later, China also became 
party to it, after annexing north 
eastern parts of the state during 
1965 war. Being recognized as 
‘Kashmir dispute’ world over, 
the issue however spans over 
much larger context and region. 
The roots of the dispute are not 
just adhered in the Valley of 
Kashmir but are spread widely 
in PoK, Gilgit Baltistan under 
Pakistan occupation and China 
occupied Kashmir. 

At the time of partition, Jammu 
and Kashmir was British Princely 
state with majority of Muslim 
population headed by Hindu Mah-
raja. He had the options available 
to choose India, Pakistan or to re-
main independent but the circum-
stances led to the accession with 
India which is often argued as in-
valid and dubious by some people 
in Kashmir and Pakistan. The at-
tack from tribals forced India to 
approach UN Security Council 
which passed the resolution for 
plebiscite with some conditions. 
This curtailed the available option 
of independence which we had at 
the time of partition and confined 
us within the lap of India and Pak-

istan, giving both countries legal 
base in Kashmir where as people 
from state were condensed from 
seeking independence.

The dispute has deepened over 
the years where in each party in-
cluding the leadership of J&K has 
tried to fish in turbulent and troubled 
waters of Kashmir.  The selfish and 
imprecise approach from all stake 
holders destroyed the economic, so-
cial and cultural fabric of the valley. 
Since 1990 almost every part in erst-
while Jammu and Kashmir showed 
development in different spheres 
except the valley.  People of the 
Valley have lived most of the time 
under clutches of turmoil, not to talk 
of peaceful environs and paths of  
development.

So where lies the solution?  

Since it is an age old dispute, 
finding way out cannot be done 
over night. First and foremost, we 
need to have a realistic approach 
from all the shareholders of India, 
Pakistan and the leadership from 
the Jammu and Kashmir- both 
mainstream and separatist. Every 
party should acknowledge the role 
of the other. Meanwhile it has to 
be believed and accepted that the 
parts (IOK and POK) of erstwhile 
J&K shall continue to remain 
parts of their respective countries. 

So far if plebiscite shall be 
agreed upon, it must take place in 
all the territories which constitute 
erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir of 
pre -1947. A brief look at its provi-
sions would make it easier to un-
derstand.  Under the UN Security 

Council resolution 47 dated on 21 
April 1948 there are three provi-
sions to be followed in order to 
conduct plebiscite in Jammu and 
Kashmir which are as under:

Pakistan asked to withdraw all 
its nationals and army from the 
territory it occupies of the Jammu 
and Kashmir.

India was asked to progres-
sively reduce its forces to the 
minimum level required for law 
and order.

In third India was asked to 
appoint a plebiscites administra-
tor nominated by UN who could 
conduct a free and impartial  
plebiscites.

Besides these provisions, we 
should also look into the incidents 
which took place since this resolu-
tion was adopted.  In 1972 under 
Shimla agreement both parties In-
dia and Pakistan agreed” that we 
would sort out all the differences 
in bilateral negotiations”. In 2001 
Kofi Anan the then Secretary Gen-
eral of UN on the tour of India and 
Pakistan stated that “UN resolu-
tions on Kashmir conflict are ad-
visory recommendation not com-
pulsory”. Even in 2003 Pervaiz 
Mushraf, the then Pakistan state 
head stated “that we should give 
up the UN resolutions and must 
do something out of box’. Thus 
the provisions laid in UN Security 
Council resolution and such state-
ments make it clear that plebiscite 
option is irrelevant at this time.

India itself agrees that Jammu 
and Kashmir is a political issue 
and it should be resolved politi-
cally. Before taking any concrete 
step towards the final resolution 
of Kashmir, India should whole-
heartedly attempt to win the hearts 
of the people. There havee been 
many initiatives taken before by 
previous governments but none of 
them fetched any fruitful results. 
One of the reasons behind their 
failure was the fractured mandate. 
This is the golden opportunity for 
this government to take Kashmir 
dispute to its logical end. This 
government has got the strong 
mandate. It is for the first time in 

the history of India that opposi-
tion parties are bundled together 
in one voice to favour resolution 
of Kashmir dispute.

Such goals can only be ac-
complished once peaceful aatmo-
sphere prevails in the valley. Talks 
during simmering tension and 
violence never materialise into fa-
vours. Since Kashmiris have been 
betrayed many times, they cannot 
trust this time easily as there is a 
trust deficit. If anyone can bring 
peace in the valley it is undoubt-
edly the government in New 
Delhi. Nevertheless, it needs to 
shun muscular policy of Kashmir 
adopted by the government. 

As a first step, government 
must constitute a commission 
of inquiry headed by High court 
Judge on last year killings by the 
security forces. The commission 
should not be an eye wash but it 
must be allowed to work indepen-
dently and it should work in a time 
bond manner. Besides, AFSPA 
must be seriously looked into and 
lifted, at least partially. It should 
be revoked from such places re-
cording zero violence in past few 
years. Apart from this India must 
acknowledge the role of sepa-
ratists at the same time and take 
them into confidence. The conse-
quences of not having any serious 
talks with separatists can be well 
gauged by the recent by poll par-
liamentary election turnout. 

Having faced unrest and extreme 
challenges, there is a dire need to re-
store the glory of Kashmir in terms 
of peace, development and more 
importantly a concrete solution to 
the dispute itself. India has tried 
least to put valley back to its path. 
Force and suppression being used 
to normalize the situation is noth-
ing but an illusion and a farfetched 
dream. The suppressive measures 
alienates people and gives them rea-
sons to resist much harshly. Kalhana 
in his Rajtarangi has said centuries 
back “Kashmir can be conquered 
by the power of sprit not by sword”. 

The author is a social and 
political activist

MIR IQBAL AHMAD
miriqbal.iyc@gmail.com

IN 2001 KOFI ANAN the then Secretary 
General of UN on the tour of India and Pakistan 
stated that “UN resolutions on Kashmir 
conflict are advisory recommendation not 
compulsory”.

HAVING FACED UN-
REST and extreme chal-
lenges, there is a dire 
need to restore the glo-
ry of Kashmir in terms 
of peace, development 
and more importantly a 
concrete solution to the 
dispute itself. India has 
tried least to put valley 
back to its path. Force 
and suppression being 
used to normalize the 
situation is nothing but 
an illusion and a far-
fetched dream. 
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The list of grievances with 
the Kashmir University 
is unending. Still, any 

question raised against ill- 
functioning of the Kashmir’s 
premier institute of higher 
learning is however down-
played and attributed to the 
thirty-year old unrest in the re-
gion. The one-week I spend at 
the University’s Examinations 
section gave me a glimpse of 
the truth. That how lethargic 
university staff is? How they 
take students for a ride? How 
the non-serious approach of 
the officials in a rigorous pro-
cess for simple issues can put 
student’s career at stake and 
even then nobody is going to 
listen to their woes.

I graduated from one of the 
affiliated colleges of the Kash-
mir University.  In three years 
I passed as many exams. Even 
after three years our batch have 
received Marks sheet of only 
Second year. That too with 
name of the degree misspelled.  
Not to talk of degree and other  
certificates.

The university this year de-
clared results of 3rd year on April 
21, almost after two months the 
examinations were held in Feb-
ruary. It is acceptable that with 
huge number of students ap-
pearing in the examinations it 
can take that much of time for 
flawless announcement of re-
sults. But that has not happened. 
In case of my Course University 
did not declare the results of one 
subject. After waiting for almost 
two weeks, we approached the 
university to ascertain the rea-
sons for the delay. The response 
of the officials was not only rude 
but disappointing.  The apathy 
of the system is such that we 
were told to bring the answer 
sheet numbers from the exami-
nation centres. Next day when 
we approached the examination 
centre we got to know there has 
been a typo error and they have 
already informed the university 
office through an official letter 
two weeks ago. Next day when 
we again approached the Univer-
sity’s examination office, the of-
ficials were found unaware of the 
letter, though they had received 
the same two weeks ago.

The issue was sorted only out 
after three days rigorous hard work. 

After this we embarked on 
the mission of getting our marks 
cards. Getting a marks card from 
university is difficult than pass-
ing the exams itself. The story of 
marks cards goes like this: The 
mark sheets of the examination 
we passed in 2015 have not been 
printed yet. The irony is rather 
than accepting their failure uni-
versity officials put blame on the 

college administration of not dis-
tributing the sheets on time.

 When we raised the issue with 
the official there, we were first 
told they have sent all the marks 
cards to college, which was not 
the case. Though we got con-
vinced and tried to check the col-
lege with no success. The helpful 
college administration though 
found way out and asked us to 
inquire about the date and order 
number by which they have sent 
the same. Without much surprise 
next day we found that univer-
sity has no record by which they 
can prove that they have sent the 
certificates to the college. Know-
ing that university is at fault we 
were told to bring an application 
duly signed by the college prin-
cipal that we have not received 
the marks cards.

Amid all this, some serious 
questions are bound to be flashed 
in student’s mind. What is my 
fault? Why I am subjected to do 
rounds from one table to another 
in university office?  If I am do-
ing half of the work than why I 
paid amount of Rs. 2500 as ex-
amination fees? 

There is no way out and a stu-
dent in this system is not in the 
capacity to seek accountability. 
You are bound to adhere by the 
“rules” suiting their interests. 

 Large number of students 
from far-flung areas visiting 
University on daily basis tells a 
lot about the state of the affairs. I 
met students who were approach-
ing the officials to notify the date 
sheets. There is no grievance re-
dressal system which in turn fails 
to make officials accountable 

Besides our repeated requests 
to meet the higher authorities 
were turned down bluntly. We 
somehow managed to meet a se-
nior official in the Vice Chancel-
lor’s Secretariat. The official ad-

mitted that university is dealing 
with crisis. No doubt there has 
been shortage of the staff in the 
clerical sections but still there 

have been allegations of callous 
approach adopted by them. The 
university deals with more than 
one lakh students in one aca-

demic year. However, with cre-
ation of the cluster university, it 
seems, the load on the university 
will decrease, hopefully.

Kashmir University: The 
Highest Seat Of Unlearning

THE UNIVERSITY THIS 
YEAR declared results 
of 3rd year on April 
21, almost after two 
months the examina-
tions were held in Feb-
ruary. It is acceptable 
that with huge number 
of students appearing 
in the examinations it 
can take that much of 
time for flawless an-
nouncement of results.

AMANJEET SINGH
amanjeets65@gmail.com
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AS A TEACHER, 
whenever a school is burnt 

down, my heart is set on fire.”
MUZZAFAR WANI, father of slain 
militant commander, Burhan Wani
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Prophet (pbuh) says that “travelling to gain 
knowledge is worship and practicing of knowledge is 

ethics and morality.” So the place where the education 
is gained is considered the place of worship. 

HIRINGWe Are 

Send your cv at thelegitimate121@gmail.com
Or Call on 0194-2473444

Translators and Content Analysts: 
The candidates must be graduate in any discipline and have strong 
hold on English  and Urdu languages. 

Reporters:
Qualification minimum Graduation in mass communication and 
journalism.

Salary Negotiable 
The male candidates from far-off and rural areas can be offered 
accommodation and food, if needed.

Freshers and students of journalism can also apply for internship.

The LegitimateLThe egiti m

ate

Changing Perspective



EVENTThe Legitimate
Wednesday 17 to Tuesday 23 May 2017 08

THE LEGITIMATE 
DESK

Awantipora:

With an aim to high-
light the role of 
nurses in society, a 

day-long International Nurses 
Day was celebrated at Islamic 
University of Science and 
Technology (IUST) on Friday. 
The day was dedicated to Flor-
ence Nightingale—the found-
er of modern nursing—for 
her pioneering contribution 
towards the profession. 

The event was organised by 
Alamdar Memorial College 
of Nursing and Medical Tech-
nology (AMCNMT), Charer-
e-Sharief, and Syed Mantaqi 
Memorial College of Nurs-
ing and Medical Technology 
(SMMCNMT), Awantipora.

Encouraging nursing stu-
dents to lead from the front, 
Vice Chancellor IUST Prof. 
Mushtaq A. Siddiqi said, 
“This is one of the most noble 
profession that you have cho-
sen and you will be contrib-
uting towards the society like 
no one else. This profession 
will set you apart from the 
rest as you serve humanity.” 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dean Academic Affairs, IUST, 
Prof Mushtaq A Qureshi said 
the university does not merely 
aim to produce nurses with 
good technical skills “but also 
those who can serve humanity 
in a better way”.

“Students of both the 
nursing institutions should 
be trained in such a way 

that they would become role 
models for generations to 
come,” he said.

Stressing the significance 
of nurses in a conflict-hit re-
gion, eminent psychiatrist, 
Prof (Dr) Mushtaq Ahmad 
Margoob, said, in a place like 
Kashmir, where depression 
and Post-Traumatic Stress Dis-
order (PTSD) are on rise, “role 
of nurses becomes crucial in 
counselling of such patients”.

“Not merely medicines, 
but empathy with the pa-
tients can bring people of 
Kashmir out of depression. 
People need to wake up from 
slumber and help each other 
to fight mental illness,” said 
Dr Margoob, who serves as 
Head, Post Graduate Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, Govern-
ment Medical College, Sri-
nagar, and Director, Institute 
of Mental Health and Neuro-
science, Srinagar. 

Earlier, welcoming the 
guests, Principal SMMCNMT, 
Asmat Parveen, said nurses 
have a vital role to play in a 
society and “we should en-
courage more and more youth 
towards this profession in order 
to serve the humanity”.

Meanwhile, two mental 
health counselling centres 
were inaugurated at IUST. Be-
sides, documentaries based on 
PTSD cases in Kashmir were 
screened on the occasion. A 
lamp lightning ceremony was 
also held in honour of Florence 
Nightingale. 

Later, a student semi-
nar was held on the theme, 
‘Nurses: A Voice to Lead- 
Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals’, in 
which students from the two 
nursing colleges participated. 

Among others, Muneema 
Parveen, Assistant Profes-
sor AMCNMT, Hassina 
Wani, Principal AMCNMT, 
Anjum Khurshid, Assistant 
Professor SMMCNMT, 
and faculty members and 
students of IUST were also 
present on the occasion.

A medical camp was organised by Elite Welfare Organization at Govt.  High School Faqir Bagh Chandoosa at Baramulla. Hundreds of students were benefited from the camp.    
 Photos: The Legitimate
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IUST CELEBRATES INT’L NURSES DAY

Two Mental Health Counselling Centres inaugurated


